Objective : The objectives of the present study were to investigate the annual detection rate of patients with Moyamoya disease (MMD) and to describe the prevalence and epidemiological features of the Moyamoya patients in Korea. , and the prevalence rates per 100.000 people were 6.3, 7.0, 8.6, and 9.1, for those respective years. This represents an annual increase of 15% of new cases during this period. In 2008, 466 people were newly diagnosed with MMD, representing an incidence rate of 1 per 100,000 persons. The gender ratio was 1,547 men (34%) and 2,970 women (66%). Women had a higher incidence rate than men (1.94 times). There were two age peaks: teenagers and those in their forties.
INTRODUCTION
Moyamoya disease (MMD) is characterized by a chronic progressive steno-occlusive change of the distal internal carotid artery and abnormal development of a fine vascular network (Moyamoya vessels) at the base of the brain. Takeuchi and Shimizu 11) had initially reported this disease in 1957, followed by Suzuki 11) in 1969 who named the disease as Moyamoya (the Japanese word for puff of smoke).
The disease was initially known to be endemic where it was limited to Japan but is now found worldwide. [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The authors requested data from the NHIC of MMD In the present investigation, these data gathered from NHIC may not adhere strictly to the criteria for MMD proposed by Yonekawa et. al.
14)
And we could not gather detailed data including symptoms, diagnostic and treatment methods of the MMD.
RESULTS

Incidence and Prevalence
The per 100,000 in 2008 ( Fig. 1, 2 ).
Gender differences
Four thousand five hundred seventeen Korean patients were treated in 2008. The gender balance was 1,547 men (34%) and 2,970 women (66%). The incidence rate for women was 1.94 times higher than men were.
Age distribution
The age distribution is displayed in Fig. 3 In Korea, two co-operative studies on MMD patients treated at several neurological institutes were reported.
However, to date, the national epidemiological features of MMD in Korea have not been reported. Based on the Japanese national data, the prevalence rate of MMD between Japan and Korea are similar.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the prevalence rate of MMD was 5.2 per 100,000 in 2004 and it increased at a rate of 15%
annually through 2008. This increases the Korean population prevalence to 9 per 100,000. The Japanese prevalence rate of the MMD in 2003 was 6.03 in 100,000. As such, the prevalence rate of MMD between Japan and Korea is similar. And their preva-lence is highest among the world.
